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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

Advent Introit   Veni, veni, Emmanuel 

 

O come, thou Dayspring from on high, 

and cheer us by thy drawing nigh; 

disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

and death's dark shadow put to flight. 

Rejoice!  Rejoice! 

Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 
Words: © 1940 Church Publishing, Inc.; Music (Accompaniment): Richard Proulx, © 1975 G.I.A. Publications, Inc. Permission 

to podcast and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-736729. All rights reserved 

 
  

The Lighting of the Advent Wreath  

Officiant:  Today we relight the candles of HOPE and PEACE.  

[Here relight the first and second Advent candles.]  

Listen now, to the words of the prophet Isaiah: “And the ransomed of 

the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy 

shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and 

sorrow and sighing shall flee away.” (Isaiah 35: 10) 

Let us now light the third candle.  This is the candle of JOY.  

[Here light the third Advent candle.]  

As the coming of Christ our Savior draws nearer, our joy builds with 

anticipation.  

pause 

Officiant: Our King and Savior now draws near: 

All: Come let us adore him. 
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Officiant: Lord, grant us your light, 

All: That being rid of the darkness of our hearts, we may come 

to the true light which is Christ.  

 

 

Opening Hymn: 437   Birmingham 

Verses 1, 2, and 4                       

 

 
 Words: Timothy Dudley-Smith, © 1962 Hope Publishing Company. Used by permission. Permission to podcast and / or 

stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-736729. All rights reserved.    
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Celebrant:  Blessed be God: Father Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People:  And blessed be His kingdom, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires 

known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit that we may perfectly love 

you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Kyrie Eleison 

 

Celebrant:  Lord have mercy 

People:     Christ have mercy 

Celebrant:  Lord have mercy 

 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

 

The Collect of the Day 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, 

because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and 

mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to 

whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for 

ever. Amen. 

The Lessons  

Old Testament Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11       

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 

because the Lord has anointed me;  

he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 

to bind up the brokenhearted,  
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to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

and release to the prisoners;  

to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor, 

and the day of vengeance of our God;  

to comfort all who mourn;  

to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 

to give them a garland instead of ashes,  

the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 

the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.  

They will be called oaks of righteousness, 

the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. 

They shall build up the ancient ruins, 

they shall raise up the former devastations; 

they shall repair the ruined cities, 

the devastations of many generations.  

For I the Lord love justice, 

I hate robbery and wrongdoing;  

I will faithfully give them their recompense, 

and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.  

Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 

and their offspring among the peoples;  

all who see them shall acknowledge 

that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed.  

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 

my whole being shall exult in my God;  

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 

he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,  

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 

and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.  
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For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 

and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,  

so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 

to spring up before all the nations.  

       

Lector: The Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

The Response 

  

Psalm 126   Book of Common Prayer, Pg 782 

In convertendo 

1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, * 

then were we like those who dream. 

2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, * 

and our tongue with shouts of joy. 

3 Then they said among the nations, * 

"The Lord has done great things for them." 

4 The Lord has done great things for us, * 

and we are glad indeed. 

5 Restore our fortunes, O Lord, * 

like the watercourses of the Negev. 

6 Those who sowed with tears * 

will reap with songs of joy. 

7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, * 

will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 

 

The Epistle 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; 

for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the 
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Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets, but test everything; hold 

fast to what is good; abstain from every form of evil. 

May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit 

and soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.  

Lector: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Sequence Hymn: LEVAS 19 Verses 1 and 2 Wayfaring Strange 
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Music: Arrangement by Horace Clarence Boyer, © 1992 Church Publishing, Inc. Permission to podcast and / or stream the 

music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-736729. All rights reserved.    
 

 

 

Celebrant:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 

John. 

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
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The Holy Gospel: John 1:6-8,19-28 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a 

witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He 

himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.  

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and 

Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed and 

did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” And they asked 

him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the 

prophet?” He answered, “No.” Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let 

us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about 

yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 

‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said. Now 

they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, “Why then are 

you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the 

prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you 

stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I am 

not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” This took place in Bethany 

across the Jordan where John was baptizing.  

  

Celebrant:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People:        Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Sequence Hymn: vs. 3 

 

The Sermon  The Rev. Mary Haggerty 

 

The Nicene Creed 

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 
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eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 

glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People 

 

As witnesses to your light and truth, we come to you in prayer, O Lord. 

Infuse the heart of your church with your Spirit and focus it on your 

mission.  Renew your people and their leaders as they serve your 

purpose.  Remind us continually whose we are. 
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Silence 

 

Turn the hearts and actions of all the world’s leaders to justice and 

peace.  We pray for our president, our governor, the Congress, and 

courts of this land. 

 

Silence 

 

Open our eyes to what is going on around us. Open our hearts to our 

brothers and sisters throughout the world.  Move us to open our hands 

in love when they are in need and to stand up for them when they are 

oppressed.  We pray for those suffering from natural disasters, from 

unjust economics, from hunger and want. 

 

Silence 

 

We know people around us who are suffering from anxiety, scarcity, 

illness, and loneliness.  Some of them we know, and most are unknown 

to us.  We ask that you assure them of your presence and sustain them 

with your grace.  We pray for those we know by name: 

 

For: Wayne, Jim, Donna, Andrea, Rosalie, Jeanne, Cornelius, Mary, 

Mike and their families and caregivers.   

 

For our children in college and graduate school: Kennedy,  Meri, 

Kimberly, Cameron, Jacob, and Matthew. 

 

For our loved ones in the armed forces:  Landon, Stephen, Ngozi, 

and Michael and Eve.  

 

For our friends and relatives: Vicki, Sean, the Graue family, Margie, 

Hope, Jeanne, Jane, Janet, Jason, Hal, Wallace, Deacon Earl, Diana, 

Jason R., Dennis, JoAnn, John, Elsa, Robert, Nancy, Jewel, Jacob, Josh, 

Josh, Don, Lois, and Marian. 

We also pray for the ministries of: the Episcopal City Mission, 

Deaconess Anne House, the Cornerstone Chorale, and T.E.A.M.  

In the Diocesan Cycle of prayer, we pray for the people and ministry 

of Grace Episcopal Church, Jefferson City. 
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Silence  

We pray for those who have died, that their memories be blessings in 

our lives. 

Ever-present God, be with us in our isolation, be close to us in our 

distancing, be healing in our sickness, be joy in our sadness, be light in 

our darkness, be wisdom in our confusion, be all that is familiar when 

all is unfamiliar, that when the doors reopen we may with the zeal of 

Pentecost inhabit our communities and speak of your goodness to an 

emerging world. For Jesus’ sake.  Amen. 

 

 

 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

 

Celebrant: Let us confess our sins to God. 

 

Silence may be kept. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 

Celebrant: 
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Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 

eternal life. Amen. 

 

The Peace 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

 

 

Announcements 

 

 

The Blessing 

 

The night is far spent, the day is at hand: 

let us therefore cast off the works of darkness 

and let us put on the armor of light. 

 

The Blessing of Almighty God, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

Come among you and remain with you always. 

 

Amen. 
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Closing Hymn:  59 Verses 1, 2, and 5 Merto 
Music (Descant): Alan Gray, Used by permission of Cambridge University Press. Permission to podcast and / or stream the 

music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-736729. All rights reserved.    
 

 

The Dismissal 

Celebrant: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the 

Spirit. 

People: Thanks be to God 
Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-

736729. All rights reserved.  


