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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

Advent Introit –   Veni, veni, Emmanuel 

 

O come, Desire of nations, 

bind in one the hearts of all mankind; 

bid thou our sad divisions cease, 

and be thyself our King of Peace. 

Rejoice!  Rejoice! 

Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

Words: © 1940 Church Publishing, Inc.; Music (Accompaniment): 

Richard Proulx, © 1975 G.I.A. Publications, Inc. Permission to podcast 

and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE 

with license #A-736729. All rights reserved.     

 

  

The Lighting of the Advent Wreath  

Officiant: On this 4th Sunday of Advent, we relight the candles of 

HOPE, PEACE, and JOY.  

[Here relight the first, second and third Advent candles.]  

Officiant: Listen now, to the words of the prophet Isaiah: “Therefore the 

Lord himself will give you a sign.  Look, the young woman is with child 

and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel.” (Isaiah 7: 14) 

Let us now light the fourth candle of Advent.  This is the candle of 

LOVE.  

[Here light the fourth Advent candle.]  
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Officiant: As we prepare for the celebration of Christ’s birth let all the 

earth remember that God loved us so much that he gave us his only 

begotten Son.  May our hearts be filled with that same love for all 

humankind. 

pause 

Officiant: Our King and Savior now draws near: 

All: Come let us adore him. 

Officiant: Lord, grant us your light, 

All: That being rid of the darkness of our hearts, we may come 

to the true light which is Christ.  

 

Opening Hymn: 54 - Verses 1 and 4    Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland 
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Words (Translation v. 3-4): James Waring McCrady, © 1982 James Waring McCrady. Permission to podcast and / or stream 

the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-736729. All rights reserved.    
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Celebrant:  Blessed be God: Father Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People:  And blessed be His kingdom, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires 

known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit that we may perfectly love 

you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Kyrie Eleison 

 

Celebrant:  Lord have mercy 

People:     Christ have mercy 

Celebrant:  Lord have mercy 

 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

 

The Collect of the Day 

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your 

Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for 

himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons 

 

 

      2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 Old Testament
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When the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him 

rest from all his enemies around him, the king said to the prophet 

Nathan, "See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God 

stays in a tent." Nathan said to the king, "Go, do all that you have in 

mind; for the Lord is with you." 

But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell 

my servant David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a 

house to live in? I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up 

the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving 

about in a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among 

all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal 

leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, 

saying, "Why have you not built me a house of cedar?"  

Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the 

Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to 

be prince over my people Israel; and I have been with you wherever you 

went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make 

for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I 

will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that 

they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and 

evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I 

appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all 

your enemies. Moreover the Lord declares to you that the Lord will 

make you a house. Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure 

forever before me; your throne shall be established forever. 

 

 

         

Lector: The Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

The Response  

 

The Song of Mary Magnificat   Luke 1:46-55 
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My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 

my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *  

for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 

From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 

the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is 

his Name. 

He has mercy on those who fear him * 

in every generation. 

He has shown the strength of his arm, * 

he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 

and has lifted up the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things, * 

and the rich he has sent away empty. 

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 

for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

The promise he made to our fathers, * 

to Abraham and his children for ever. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for 

ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

The Epistle Romans 16:25-27 

Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and 

the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the 

mystery that was kept secret for long ages but is now disclosed, and 

through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, 

according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the 

obedience of faith-- to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom 

be the glory forever! Amen. 
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Lector: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Sequence Hymn: 265 Verses 1 and 2 Gabriel’s Message 
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Music (Harmonization): Edgar Pettman, © 1961 B. Feldman & Co. Ltd., trading as H. Freeman & Co. Reproduced by 
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permission of EMI Music Publishing Ltd. Permission to podcast and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE 

LICENSE with license #A-736729. All rights reserved.    

  

 

 

Celebrant:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 

Luke. 

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 

 

The Holy Gospel: Luke 1:26-38 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in 

Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was 

Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he 

came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.”  

But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of 

greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, 

for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your 

womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, 

and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give 

to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of 

Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”  

Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The 

angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 

the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will 

be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth 

in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for 

her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with 

God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with 

me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.  

   

  

Celebrant:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People:        Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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Sequence Hymn: vs. 3 

 

The Sermon  The Rev. Mary Haggerty 

 

The Nicene Creed 

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
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glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People 

 

You astounded Mary with her invitation to bear your Son.  Surprise us with 
your delight in us, with your invitation to do you will, with the light of 
Christ growing with in us.  Surprise us, Lord, again and again. 
 
Silence 
 
We are your children.  Increase the faith in us, day by day, season by 
season.  Empower us to seek and do your will.  Cause us to surprise 
ourselves by opening up our hearts to find that you are always there. 
 
Surprise us, Lord. 
 
We pray that the leaders of all the nations demonstrate wisdom and a heart 
for the good of their people and peace between neighbors. 
 
Surprise us, Lord. 
 
We pray that the peoples of all the nations realize freedom and an end to 
hunger and poverty.  Enable a spirit of generosity to flow throughout the 
world. 
 
Surprise us, Lord. 
 
We pray for our neighbors with whom we work and live.  Surprise us with 
what can be accomplished when we work together for the common good.  
Open our eyes to see you in each person we meet.  Open our hearts and 
hands to each need we encounter. 
 
Surprise us, Lord. 
 
We pray for healing for those with troubled spirits, who suffer from 
addiction, loneliness, and despair.  We ask for healing for those who 
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struggle with the consequences of illness or recovering from surgery.  
Reveal to us how to join in your saving and healing work through the power 
of your spirit. 
 

We pray for: Wayne, Jim, Donna, Andrea, Rosalie, Jeanne, Cornelius, 
Mary, Mike and their families and caregivers.   
 
For our friends and relatives: Vicki, Sean, the Graue family, Margie, 

Hope, Jeanne, Jane, Janet, Jason, Hal, Wallace, Deacon Earl, Diana, 

Jason R., Dennis, JoAnn, John, Elsa, Don, Robert, Nancy, Jewel, Don, 

Lois, Marian, and Phil. 

 

We pray for Michael, the presiding bishop, Justin, the Archbishop of 

Canterbury, Deon, our bishop, and Mary, our priest-in-charge. 

 

Surprise us, Lord. 

 

We pray for those who have died and now rest in your eternal embrace.  

May the light of your love surround them and comfort those who grieve 

their deaths. Surprise them with the sure hope of the Resurrection. 

 

Surprise us, Lord. 

 

We are your people.  Increase the faith in us day by day.  Surprise us 

with your loving, liberating, and life-giving presence. 

 

Surprise us, Lord, again and again. 

 

 

Ever-present God, be with us in our isolation, be close to us in our 

distancing, be healing in our sickness, be joy in our sadness, be light in 

our darkness, be wisdom in our confusion, be all that is familiar when 

all is unfamiliar, that when the doors reopen we may with the zeal of 

Pentecost inhabit our communities and speak of your goodness to an 

emerging world. For Jesus’ sake. 

 

Amen. 
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The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

 

Celebrant: Let us confess our sins to God. 

 

Silence may be kept. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 

Celebrant: 

 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 

eternal life. Amen. 

 

The Peace 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

 

 

Announcements 

 

 

The Blessing 
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Closing Hymn:  66 All Verses Stuttgart 

 

 
 

 

The Dismissal 

 

Celebrant: Let us go forth in the name of Christ 

People: Thanks be to God 

 
Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-

736729. All rights reserved.  


