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“Pointing to Jesus” 
 

 There is something about Advent that is all at once beautiful and mysterious, 
unsettling and threatening.  It has been a season filled with longing and promises, 
of calls for repentance and urgency of preparation for what is to come. 
 

It is the Third Sunday of Advent, Gaudete Sunday (Gaudete which in Latin 
means “rejoice”), and we are almost there.  We’ve lit the pink candle and our 
readings have taken on a different tune.  All point to joy, joy that is at the heart of 
anticipation which the season brings. 

 
Today we switch to John’s Gospel which has its own retelling of the story of 

someone who made his appearance last week in the Gospel of Mark.  It would not 
be Advent if we didn’t mark his significance in salvation history. As foretold by 
the prophet Isaiah, John would be THE messenger who cried out from the desert.  
He would be the one inviting, urging people to come and wash and start anew.  He 
would say to everyone who drew near: Come, turn your lives around. “Prepare the 
way of the Lord!”  

 
To the banks of the Jordan River they came in droves, his appearance 

certainly strange but not off putting.  They all came even religious leaders who 
were sent to question his ministry in the desert.  But John, “a man sent from God” 
was not interested in their questions for he had a mission for which he would 
remain faithful.  His mission was to be “a witness to testify to the Light.”  His call 
was to point the way to the One who was coming after him, the One whose sandals 
he was unworthy to untie.  John made it clear that he was not the Messiah nor 
Elijah nor the prophet.  He was adamant that he himself was not the Light but there 
was One who was coming and was the true Light. 
 

The Light, we all know, is “the Word,” who was at the beginning with God 
for John reminds us: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God.  All things came into being through him, and without him 
not one thing came into being.  What has come into being in him was life, and the 
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life was the light of all people.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
did not overcome it” (John: 1:1-5).  

 
The Light took on flesh and became like one of us except for sin; to shine 

his Light in the midst of darkness. 
 

The Holy Child of Bethlehem whose first coming we will celebrate next 
week would not allow himself be frozen in time in a lowly manger.  But the One 
whose coming was foretold grew to become a man and was heard repeating and 
living out the words of the prophet Isaiah: 
 
 The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 
 Because the Lord has anointed me;  
 He sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 

To bind up the broken hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and 
release to the prisoners; 
To proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. 

 
This was his mission, his work in the world.  And by his life, death, and 

resurrection the Light and God-made-man, Jesus, brought with him God’s 
transforming grace into the world. 

 
Today we are reminded of a voice that proclaimed his coming into the world 

some two thousand years ago.  John’s witness reminds us that we too, have some 
announcing to do.  For in this highly technical and consumer-driven world the 
Light still shines.  He comes to us in our everyday lives and we look toward his 
future coming in glory.   And as Christmas draws near we joyfully await the 
celebration of his birth.   

 
By our baptisms we are to “testify to the Light,” to point the way toward 

Christ.  We too, are Christ’s agents, his messengers for the light and life of the 
world. And make no mistake-we are not the Messiah either!  There has always 
been enough of that going around!  “Believers have a responsibility both to be 
persons who reflect the light of Christ and to live in such a way that our lives 
proclaim the light of Christ in the world.”*   We are to humbly emulate him and 
carry his Light bringing Good News to the oppressed, binding up the broken-
hearted, proclaiming liberty to the captives and releasing prisoners.  
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The world in which John and Jesus lived were different yet pretty much the 
same.  It is still a world in need of transformation and healing and in need of God’s 
tangible acts of love.  So how then will we each make his presence known?     

 
It has been recorded that “From 1921 until his death, (theologian) Karl Barth 

kept over his desk a copy of a painting by Matthias Grunewald.  The crucified 
Christ hangs in the center and to one side stands John the Baptist-Barth’s model for 
himself, and for all Christian believers-“with his hand pointing to Jesus in an 
almost impossible way.”** 

 
Let us keep pointing to Jesus too.  Amen. 

 
 
 

 
 
*a theological perspective on John 1:6-8, 19-28 by Marcia Y. Riggs, in 

Feasting on the Word. 
 
**retold by David L. Bartlett in his pastoral perspective on John 1:6-8, 19-

28 (Barth, cited in Eberhard Busch, Karl Barth: His Life from Letters and 
Autobiographical Texts) in Feasting on the Word. 

 


