
1 
 

Year ABC:  Maundy Thursday   Ex. 12:1-14; Ps 116:1-2,12-19; 1Cor 11:23-26; Jn 
13:1-17, 31b-35 
St. Barnabas, Florissant – April 9, 2020 
 
Focus Sentence:  “I give you a new commandment” 

 
SERMON 

I offer these thoughts in the name of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit…. 
 

It seems to me that today, Maundy Thursday, is one of those times when a 

sermon, a homily, is really unnecessary.  As St. Francis of Assisi is alleged to have 

said, “Preach the Gospel at all times; use words when necessary.”  But here are just a 

few brief thoughts. 

As I was reflecting on our reading from the Book of Exodus, which is essentially a 

list of instructions for the Hebrews’ first observance of Passover, I was particularly 

struck by verse 13.  Referring to the lamb’s blood, smeared on the doorposts of the 

Hebrews’ houses, it has God saying, “…when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and 

no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.”  As we shelter in place, I’m 

fairly certain that we’d like some sign on our houses to ensure that no “plague” can 

destroy us.  As to whether the Last Supper was actually a Passover meal or not is 

debated by Bible scholars, but the important message here for us is that the blood of 

Jesus, our perfect Passover lamb, saves us and makes us children of God. 

In our reading from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, he describes the 

institution of the Eucharist at the Last Supper.  The Eucharist is, of course, one of the 

two events we commemorate on Maundy Thursday.  It’s important to recall Jesus’ 

words, that we “Do this in remembrance of me.”  Remembrance for the Jewish people is 

really more than just a memory; it’s more like a reenactment and even more.  As one 

Jewish saying puts it, “When our ancestors crossed through the Red Sea, our feet got 

wet.”  And so, for us, when we celebrate the Eucharist today, even in only in spirit, the 

actual event is once again present for us.   

 

 



2 
 

Finally, in our reading from John’s Gospel, we hear the account of Jesus washing 

the feet of his disciples at the Last Supper.  In this humble act, Jesus shows us how we 

are to act toward one another:  not as “Lord and Teacher,” but as servants to one 

another.  Jesus is very clear.  “I give you a new commandment, that you love one 

another.  Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.  By this everyone 

will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

In these difficult days of isolation caused by the coronavirus, it’s challenging to 

find ways to love one another in this way, to find ways to serve one another.  But be 

creative.  Use the Internet and telephone to check on one another.  Offer to pick up 

groceries for neighbors who can’t go themselves.  We can’t wash each other’s feet 

today, but what we can do, above all, is hold each other up to God in prayer.  And 

remember that, whatever we can do for our neighbors in these unusual times, “By this 

everyone will know that [we] are [Jesus’] disciples.” 

                      AMEN. 


