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Year A:  Proper 7 Gen 21:8-21; Ps 86:1-10, 16-17; Rom 6:1b-11; Mt 10:24-39 
St. Barnabas, Florissant – June 21, 2020  
 
Focus Sentence:  Jesus wants us to open up and form new kinds of households. 

 
SERMON 

I offer these thoughts in the name of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit…. 
 

If you listened to my sermon last week, or read it, and remember the Gospel 

lesson, then you might recall this:  “Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and 

gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease 

and every sickness.”  The twelve disciples, we also learned, were called “apostles” in 

the very next verse.  “Apostle,” of course, means one who is sent, and in Verse 5, Jesus 

indeed “sends out” the twelve with very specific instructions. 

Those specific instructions included this:  “As you go, proclaim the good news, 

‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’  Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the 

lepers, cast out demons.”  Jesus goes on to add, “Whatever town or village you enter, 

find out who in it is worthy, and stay there until you leave.  (laborers deserve their food)  

As you enter the house, greet it.” 

PAUSE 

It would seem that the twelve’s mission, like that of Jesus himself, was to do 

whatever they could to cure and relieve the physical and mental sufferings of the people 

they encountered, to assure the beneficiaries of their ministry that their good fortune is 

due to the goodness of God (“the kingdom of heaven has come near”), and then to 

engage in fellowship and hospitality with these same folks.  

Last week, we also said that we could characterize this sort of ministry as a real 

“Mission:  Impossible,” especially when Jesus warns that “Beware of them, for they will 

hand you over to councils and flog you in their synagogues; and you will be dragged 

before governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to them and the Gentiles.” 
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Witnessing to Jesus, and to the love of God, is always a controversial and 

divisive activity, fraught with danger and scorn, but Jesus reassures the twelve (and us), 

“do not worry about how you are to speak or what you are to say; for what you are to 

say will be given to you at that time; for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your 

Father speaking through you.”  That reassurance from Jesus urged us to see that 

“Mission:  Impossible” as rather a “Mission:  Possible.”  Because all things are possible 

with God. 

PAUSE 

Well, in today’s continuation of this passage from Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus goes 

on to discuss the missionary tasks he’s entrusting to the twelve (and to us), and he 

elaborates even more about the dangers and pain that we’ll likely encounter while doing 

this work. 

Jesus explains that disciples (students) are not above their teachers, nor are 

servants above their masters.  “If someone calls the master Beelzebul (or devil), how 

much more will they malign those of his household!”  If people have opposed Jesus, 

misrepresented Jesus, and called him names, then we shouldn’t be surprised when the 

same thing happens to us.  And it’s truly sad to be called a servant of Satan when all 

you want to do is share the love of God. 

PAUSE 

“But, be bold,” Jesus urges us, “what you’ve learned privately and, therefore, 

safely, you must now proclaim publicly and, thus, dangerously.” 

PAUSE 

I want to go back for a moment to something Jesus says early in this passage.  

Remember that Jesus explains that, if he himself is maligned, how much more will the 

members of Jesus’ “household” be maligned. 
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In ancient Greek, a house or home is an “oikos,” and a household is an 

“oikonomia.”  “Oikonomia” really means “management of a household,” and if you 

wondered whether or English word, economy, comes from “oikonomia,” you’re 

absolutely right. 

In the ancient world, a household would consist not only of the nuclear family (as 

we might term it today), but also of any extended family members living with them, and 

also the slaves or servants attached to the family.  At the head of the household (and 

I’m reverting to my Latin here) was the paterfamilias, who had absolute control over all 

the household members and whose word was law.  His word was law even to the extent 

that all other members of the household were actually compelled to embrace the same 

religion as the paterfamilias. 

Of course, Jesus, and we as later followers of Jesus, …Jesus has come to 

establish entirely different economies, or households.  Households, where fear and 

exclusion are to be replaced with love and inclusion.  Naturally, that’s upsetting to a 

culture where women, children, and servants were expected to obey the paterfamilias 

absolutely.  That’s why Jesus tells us that his new way of doing things (the coming near 

of the kingdom of heaven) will set sons against fathers, daughters against their mothers, 

and that one’s foes will be members of one’s own households.  The old “oikonomia” will 

be turned upside-down. 

But are things really very much different today, in the twenty-first century?  Are 

we that much more open to the new economy of Jesus? 

A good friend of mine related a story of one Christmas when he invited a 

sometimes homeless woman into his home for dinner --- without telling anyone in his 

household ahead of time.  “Well,” he went on, “everything, every routine, was put into 

turmoil.  Family members weren’t sure where they should sit, where she should sit, and 

how they should react.”  He also related that this lady discovered hymn books on a 

shelf, and began to sing a whole lot of them, LOUDLY. 
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So, then, is this the kind of “missionary work” Jesus is asking us to do?  I’m sure 

that most of us would be reluctant to go this far, but my friend did mention that, since 

that Christmas dinner, this lady is a person with a name to him, and not just a face on 

the street, and that he’s a person with a name to her as well.  That being the case, 

maybe Jesus is asking us to engage in a similar kind of reconciling work. 

Last week, we concluded that each of us has our own places to which we’re 

called to be apostles --- families, homes, workplaces, clubs, and groups --- wherever 

there are people hurting, searching, in pain.  Our world is as full as Jesus’ world was of 

people who are “harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.”  And, we’re 

called to confront evil, to relieve suffering, and to proclaim the reconciling love of God 

however and wherever we can.  It’s risky business, and it’s scary, and we might run 

afoul of father or mother, or son or daughter, but it’s what Jesus did, and what Jesus 

calls us to do.   

So, let’s do the best we can with what we have, with God’s help, and become 

part of the radically new household of Jesus. 

For that call, thanks be to God………..and let the church say, 

 

                      AMEN. 

 


