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Year A:  Proper 8b  Gen 22:1-14; Ps 13; Rom 6:12-23; Mt 10:40-42 
At. Barnabas, Florissant June 28, 2020 
 
Focus Sentence:  Grace is a pure gift from God, and all we have to do is accept it. 

 
SERMON 

I offer these thoughts, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit…. 
 

In our reading this morning from his Letter to the Romans, Paul speaks of grace.  Paul 

says that, because of the coming of Jesus, we are no longer under constraints of the 

Law, but rather are under grace.  You probably already know this, but the entire thrust 

of the Letter to the Romans is Paul’s argument that we humans are not saved, that we 

do not inherit eternal life, through any merit of our own.  We can’t earn salvation through 

what we do, but only, Paul says, through the free gift of grace from God. 

Paul, of course, had grown up a Pharisee, an extremely observant Jew, who did 

everything he possibly could to satisfy the demands of Torah, the Jewish LAW.    And 

yet, as Paul writes earlier in the letter, “all have sinned and fall short.”  Paul realized that 

there is absolutely nothing any of us (no matter how perfect we might seem to be) can 

do to “justify” ourselves, because none of us can perfectly observe every bit of the Law. 

So what is this grace, this free gift from God, of which Paul speaks this morning?  

Again, going back to other parts of his Letter to the Romans, Paul tells us that we can 

only be justified, we can only be saved, through faith.  And Paul cites Abraham, who 

was “reckoned righteous” (to use Paul’s words) because he believed.  Abraham 

believed in, trusted in, the (unearned, undeserved) promises of God.  The promises of 

God that Abraham would be the father of countless generations.  The promise that was 

apparently fulfilled through the birth of Isaac when Abraham and his wife, Sarah, were 

100 years old. 

PAUSE 
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And that brings us to reflect on another of today’s Scripture readings, the one from 

Genesis, where we read of God’s supposed testing of Abraham.  And what a test:  

“sacrifice your son, your only son” (and the one who presumably is the only one who 

can enable Abraham to become that father of countless generations.)    Throughout 

history, this story of Abraham’s decision to obey God and sacrifice his son Isaac has 

been hailed as a remarkable instance of faith in God. 

Today, particularly, this story strikes many people as a horrific tale of child abuse, and 

that it portrays Abraham’s God as heartless.  On the other hand, it’s been pointed out by 

scholars that, in the midst of cultures that practiced child sacrifice, this story gives an 

emphatic NO to the question of whether Israel’s God also demanded child sacrifice.  In 

any case, I believe that there’s a lot of underlying material in this story that needs to be 

examined, at another time, but suffice it to say this morning that Abraham did trust in 

God completely, and was ready to sacrifice Isaac.  He had FAITH that somehow things 

would work out, and we might add:  thanks to the grace of God, things DID work out, 

and he didn’t have to go through with this horrible act 

.  

PAUSE 

But back to that subject of GRACE.  We realize it’s a free gift from God, and we mention 

it frequently (for instance, whenever we say, “There, but for the grace of God, go I”).  

But what more might we say about grace? 

You’ve heard me mention my favorite spiritual writer, Frederick Buechner, on other 

occasions, and I’d like to share with you what he says about GRACE in his book, 

Wishful Thinking:  A Theological ABC.  Buechner writes: 

“After centuries of handling and mishandling, most religious words have become so 

shopworn nobody’s much interested anymore.  Not so with grace, for some reason.  

Mysteriously, even derivatives like gracious and graceful still have some of the bloom 

left. 
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“Grace is something you can never get but only be given.  There’s no way to earn it or 

deserve it or bring it about any more than you can deserve the taste of raspberries and 

cream or earn good looks or bring about your own birth. 

“A good sleep is grace and so are good dreams.  Most tears are grace.  The smell of 

rain is grace.  Somebody loving you is grace.  Have you ever tried to love somebody? 

“A crucial eccentricity of the Christian faith is the assertion that people are saved by 

grace.  There’s nothing you have to do.  There’s nothing you have to do.  There’s 

nothing you have to do. 

“The grace of God means something like:  Here is your life.  You might never have 

been, but you are because the party wouldn’t have been complete without you.  Here is 

the world.  Beautiful and terrible things will happen.  Don’t be afraid.  I am with you.  

Nothing can ever separate us.  It’s for you I created the universe.  I love you. 

“There’s only one catch.  Like any other gift, the gift of grace can be yours only if you’ll 

reach out and take it. 

“Maybe being able to reach out and take it is a gift too.” 

I really like Buechner’s explanation! 

 

PAUSE 

 

Finally, I’d like to speak briefly about Jesus’ words in our Gospel reading. These past 

several Sundays, we’ve talked often about the baptismal covenant, where we promise 

(among other things) “to respect the dignity of every human being.”  In this morning’s 

Gospel reading, Jesus gives us a few hints on how we might actually do that.   
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Jesus says that we should welcome a prophet in the name of a prophet.  I think that 

what Jesus means is that we should be willing to listen to those prophets in our midst:  

the stranger, the undesirable guest, the constant critic, the demanding relative, the 

needy neighbor, the unpleasant parishioner.  Those sometimes annoying prophets who 

are willing to speak truth to government officials, to church officials, to us.  Jesus is 

telling us that we need to listen to these prophets,  to be grace to those prophets. 

Jesus says that we should welcome them and, that by welcoming them, we welcome 

Jesus himself. 

And finally Jesus says that even giving a cup of cold water to one of the “little ones” will 

bring us a reward.  A whole lot of the bad things we may have done during our lives can 

be canceled out by such a small and gracious act. 

In the end, I think that what Jesus is telling us to do is to be graces to each other.  No, 

none of us has earned it, none of us has deserved it, but how wonderful those little 

moments are. 

And, by the way, just say thanks. 

AMEN. 


